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Abstract

Cosmopolitanism and Perpetual Peace

by Immanuel Kant

Kang, Seong-ryool

(Professor, Gwangju National University of Education)

Inequality, territorial dispute and religious conflict, threat of terrorism,
trade war and problem of refugee, which are caused by today's
supernational capital, foretell the advent of narrow and exclusive neofascism.
Common recognition and action of the whole world are urgently required
to cope with crimes and the change of environment and climate. The idea
that all humans beyond nationality and ethnicity should practice love for
humanity is shown in the Cynics. Stoicism that inherited Cynics tried to
break national limit and ethnic prejudice and to arouse humanity from the
universality that all humans have reason. Jesus also criticized the belief of
the Jews that Israel is the only ethnic group chosen by God, and declared
that all humans are equal brothers and sisters before God. The background
that cosmopolitanism appeared includes transcendental request based on
universal reason, normative request for peaceful coexistence and realistic
request for the solution of global problems. Kant's dream of perpetual
peace of the world was influenced by the confusion of the period around

the French Revolution and the his experience of witnessing the war. Kant
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claims that our conscience orders us to finish war state soon, so we have
to act in the direction constantly whether perpetual peace is realistically
possible or not. It is desirable to build sole nation of the world ideally,
but it is realistically impossible, so it is the best to form international
organizations such as 'the League of Nations. TPerpetual Peace; by Kant
consists of preliminary articles(6 articles), definitive articles(3 articles),
additional articles(2 articles) and supplements(2 volumes). The preliminary
articles enumerate 6 things that obstruct the realization of perpetual peace
and ban them. He viewed the three definitive articles are approved and
obeyed, perpetual peace can be realized. This book is considered to have
greatly affected the formation of the League of Nations after World War I
and the United Nations after World War II. Of course, the United
Nations that appeared after the League of Nations is the most developed
form as a world's peace-keeping organization, but it is not the perfect
organization for security of peace in the international society. Then, how
can specific and permanent peace be established? Russell suggested that we
should draw armistice by guiding politicians, should stop nuclear testing
and should establish world organization and world government passing the
stage of disarmament accompanied by inspection. WeizsAcker claimed all
people should be morally armed, which indicates he puts importance on the
demand of Kant's Categorical Imperative 2, which is “Use the humanity in
the middle of your own personality and all people's personalities as an
objective, but never use it as means!”. It is necessary to let people cross

nations freely in order to establish international organizations and to access
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to them with the state of world citizen. So called ‘visitation right’ is 'the
right not to be treated antagonistically as long as a person is behaving
peacefully in a foreign country. The world citizen law is the one that
guarantees the ‘visitation right’. What is important here is ‘a symbolic
memory’ that we were also foreigners before. Through this, we recognize
we can become foreigners, and after this stage, we can treat foreigners like
ourselves. The factors that threat today's cosmopolitanism are global
inequality, territorial dispute and religious conflict, threat of terrorism, trade
war and problem of refugee in addition to multiculturalism and localization.
In this situation, it is necessary to discuss how individual nations and
whole world should be connected, how politics of superpowers, military
tyranny and economic monopolism should be stopped, what standards and
methods can secure human's universal values, and how patriotism and

humanity can coexist.

Key words : world citizen, patriotism, cosmopolitanism, perpetual peace, imternational

organizations
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